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On the 17th of August 2017, Mexico’s Ministry for Energy, through El Foro de Análisis de la Reforma 

Energética (Energy Reform Analysis Forum), announced it would promote unconventional gas 

mining in Mexico via tender process with private companies. The initial tenders are to be in the 

north-east of Mexico, along the la Cuenca de Burgos and Provincia de Tampico-Mistanla geological 

regions (which stretch across the Mexican states of Coahuila, Nuevo Leon, Tamaulipas, San Luis 

Potosí, Hidalgo, Veracruz and Puebla). Regions that are recognised for their biocultural wealth: 

high levels of biological diversity that are enmeshed with indigenous cultural heritage sites. While 

this broader geographical area has been publicly identified for unconventional gas exploration, the 

Ministry omitted specific details of exactly where within this area the tenders will be focused, thus 

violating the government’s own policy on rights of access to information, and its policy relating to 

the participation of affected communities. This violation, however, is unsurprising as this nascent 

move into the unconventional gas industry builds on the Mexican government’s neoliberal focus 

towards the extractive sector where, over the past 25 years, legislative reforms have largely focused 

on facilitating foreign investment in the country’s mining industry. Where the promotion of 

megaprojects has tended to trump transparency processes. 

The recent promotion of unconventional gas has not emerged without opposition, and indeed it 

has been highly criticised by civil society organisations that have highlighted the range of 

procedural, distributional and recognition justice issues that are implicitly at part of these projects. 

Like elsewhere in the world, the processes of gas exploration, the impacts on aquifers, and the 

unknowns associated with the use of hydraulic fracturing techniques have emerged as key 

discursive contestations surrounding the unconventional gas initiatives. Thus, concerns relating to 

human health, pollution of water sources, livelihood impacts and habitat destruction have been 

key flashpoints for civil society groups to mobilise public opposition to these new developments. 



 

 

So far, these different groups have set up forums and discussion roundtables to help raise 

awareness of the threats that unconventional gas exploration and mining pose. 

As a part of these initiatives, unconventional gas projects have been dubbed as being part of Los 

Proyectos de Muerte (Projects of Death), a term coined by environmental justice organisations to 

critique the environmental and social impacts of megaprojects like dams, gas pipes, large-scale 

mining projects, and hydroelectric dams across Mexico. Death referring not only to the dire 

impacts on human health, but also to the consequences for the more-than-human, the detriment 

of a broader environment. In this paper, we critically examine the notion of unconventional gas 

expansion in Mexico as being Los Proyectos de Muerte. Based on an energy justice framework, we 

focus on the socio-spatial, epistemological and processual justice concerns that have become 

entwined with the Mexican Government’s embryonic unconventional gas program. To inform this 

analysis, we will draw upon interviews with environmental justice organisations associated with 

unconventional gas developments and communities potentially affected by these projects (which 

are to be conducted in December 2017 / January 2018), as well as analyses of media and 

government policy literature. 


